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How we’re standing up for you

OCTOBER IS CO-OP MONTH,
but it is also peak football
season. As a die-hard college
football fan (go Vols!), I know
the frustration of seeing
referees interfere with a
good game. While their
role is crucial in protecting
the players and maintain-
ing fairness, sometimes their calls can
disrupt the flow and distract from the
experience. I find the Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) new regula-
tions on power plants similarly upsetting.
The EPA has introduced

cold winter mornings and evenings when
the sun isn't shining,

To keep up, we will need to be able
to rely on 24/7 energy sources, includ-
ing natural gas and, at least for now, coal.
Yet the EPA seems intent on throwing
its yellow flag and ejecting those reliable
power plants from the game. That's why
we are actively working alongside other
electric cooperatives to challenge these
regulations in court and in Congress.

A big part of our current and future
success comes from the support of our
state lawmakers who continue to keep
the needs of cooperatives

and their members in mind.

new rules targeting exist-
ing coal and new natural

Their support is essential in

gas power plants, requiring
them to drastically reduce
their output or implement
carbon capture and storage
(CCS) technology. While CCS

| SCAN HERE TO COMPLETE
could theoretically reduce SURVEY

ensuring that we can con-
tinue to provide you with
reliable, affordable electric-
ity. You'll find them listed on
page 5.

Please know that you—

greenhouse gas emissions,

it's an unproven and costly technology.
No utility in the country has successfully
implemented CCS at the scale the EPA is
demanding.

The result? Higher costs, which will
lead to increased power bills for all of us.
Given our growing population and
economy, the need for reliable energy for
all of South Carolina is crucial. Extreme
winter temperatures highlight the impor-
tance of maintaining a robust electric
grid. Renewable energy sources, such as
solar farms, can help meet that need. But
they aren’t always available, especially on
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the members of Aiken

Electric—are at the heart of everything
we do. We want to hear from you. In the
middle of this issue, you'll find a brief
survey we're asking you to complete. By
completing this survey, you'll be entered
to win one of three $500 bill credits. Your
responses will help us gauge your wants
and needs from your cooperative.

We're ready to stand up for you!

—

GARY L. STOOKSBURY
Chief Executive Officer

FALL CRAFT FAIR

You are invited to attend Aiken Electric Cooperative’s WIRE
(Women Involved in Rual Electrification) Fall Craft Fair on
Saturday, Oct. 26 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Aiken Electric
Community Room located at 2790 Wagener Road in Aiken.
Search “Aiken Electric WIRE” on Facebook for more information.



THANK YOU LEGISLATORS

We appreciate your support

We at Aiken Electric Cooperative value your work for our state, and commend your
efforts to help us provide reliable, competitively priced energy to our members.

STATE SENATORS

Ronnie W. Cromer Tom Young Jr. Shane Massey C. Bradley Hutto

DISTRICT NO. 18 DISTRICT NO. 24 DISTRICT NO. 25 DISTRICT NO. 40

Lexington, Newberry Aiken County Aiken, Edgefield, Lexington, Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell,

and Union counties McCormick and Saluda Colleton, Hampton and
counties Orangeburg counties
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Daniel Gibson
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Cally R. “Cal” Bart T. Blackwell William “Bill” Bill Hixon Melissa Oremus

DISTRICT NO. 12 Forrest DISTRICT NO. 81 Clyburn DISTRICT NO. 83 DISTRICT NO. 84
Greenwood and DISTRICT NO. 39 Aiken County DISTRICT NO. 82 Aiken and Edgefield Aiken County
McCormick counties Lexington and Aiken, Edgefield and counties

Saluda counties Saluda counties
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Bill Taylor Justin T. Bamberg Russell L. Ott Gilda Cobb-Hunter Donald Ryan
DISTRICT NO. 86 DISTRICT NO. 90 DISTRICT NO. 93 DISTRICT NO. 95 McCabe Jr.
Aiken County Bamberg, Barnwell Calhoun, Lexington Orangeburg County DISTRICT NO. 96
and Colleton and Orangeburg Lexington County
counties counties
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